
This has been a busy summer.  I have had the 
privilege of visiting with several affiliates.  I started at the South Carolina meet-
ing in Myrtle Beach.  Their theme was “Putting a Face on Public Health-
Yours”.  It really made Public Health a personal issue.  As always it was a great 
meeting.  

Next I traveled to Florida for their annual meeting.  This was another 
great meeting and I am anxious to see what they have in store for next year 
when Southern Health joins them for their annual meeting.   

The Tennessee annual meeting was unique and a great deal of fun and 
excitement.  Their theme  centered around a football sub-theme.  I have not 
seen that level of excitement at a Public Health meeting in a very long time.  I 
would love to bottle it up and take it to all the affiliate states.  I had to admit to 
them I was from a basketball state, but they forgave me and let me join in the 
festivities.  It was very creative for President Glenn Czarnecki to take his love 
of football and Public Health and merge the two for outstanding results.  I’m 
sure it didn’t hurt that most of the TN folks are football fans as well.  This was 
certainly an “out of the box” way to celebrate Public Health at their annual 
meeting.   

I finished my travels this time by a trip to both North and South Caro-
lina.  I stopped by South Carolina to play in their first annual golf scramble.  It 
was a huge success; this of course was the direct result of some very hard work 
by the golf committee.  I left there to go to New Bern, followed by the 
Nor'easter that hit that area.  It was quite an experience.  However it did nothing 
to dampen the spirits of the North Carolina folks who had a great meeting and 
are looking forward to the next three years as they enter their 100th celebrations 
of first the forming of the association in 2009 and then the first annual meeting 
when we join with them in 2010.  I am looking forward to helping the folks in 
North Carolina celebrate their milestones in the Public Health world. 

Cont. on page 2. 
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While I was fortunate to visit with all these folks and attend their annual meetings, each state was fac-
ing budget constraints, travel restrictions and gas shortages.  The  truly amazing thing was that although each 
state was facing adversity, they all still had a passion for Public Health and its mission.  Of course these issues 
will make accomplishing these missions and goals a bit more difficult, but not once did I hear the word 
“impossible”.  In most cases folks were saying they would have to be more creative or more determined to 
make sure they met the needs of the public.  This was truly inspiring to me and made me glad I am a part of 
the Public Health world.  

I am looking forward to visiting the remaining affiliates and seeing more of this passion and inspiration 
in others working for Public Health while facing adversities.  
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Report of 2008 APHA Annual Meeting 
by Ted Hanekamp, SHA Liaison  

  

The 136th Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association was held October 25-29, 2008 
in San Diego, CA with the theme: Public Health Without Borders. The attendance was approximately 
12,600 and there were more than 1,000 scientific sessions and over 700 exhibits.  

 

The Committee on Affiliates sponsored the Affiliates Leadership Day on October 25th, and the lead-
ership and governing council representatives of most affiliates participated, including all of the SHA affili-
ates. The reception, sponsored by several individuals and organizations and most of the affiliates, was well 
attended. The Ohio Public Health Association received the Outstanding Affiliate Award and Elizabeth Ze-
lezak of the Wisconsin Public Health Association and Past-Chair of the CoA received the Award For Excel-
lence. The Michigan Public Health Association Editorial Board received the CoA Commendation. Dr. 
Stephen Keener, At Large member of the SHA Governing Council, was the Chair of the Committee on Af-
filiates for 2007-2008. Regional Representatives to the CoA for 2008-2009 for SHA affiliates are Matthew J. 
Dillon, BS (FL), Region IV and Catherine Cooksley, DrPH  (TX) Region VI. Terri Sasser, MPH (MS), for-
mer Region IV Rep. was elected Chair-Elect of the CoA. 

 

At the Opening Session, the keynote speaker was Professor Sir Michael Marmot, MBBS, MPH, PhD, 
FRCP, FFPHM, FMedSci, Director: International Institute for Society and Health, MRC Research Professor 
of Epidemiology and Public Health, University College London, England. He addressed Health in an Un-
equal World: Report from the Commission on Social Determinants of Health. Receiving the award for 2008 
Distinguished Public Health Legislator of the Year was U. S. Representative Henry A. Waxman of Califor-
nia. There were ten other individuals and groups receiving awards for various activities and achievements in 
the field of public health.  

  

The Governing Council analyzed and discussed 13 policy statements, approving 11. They are avail-
able on line at the APHA website, www.apha.org.  Elected as President-Elect was Carmen Nevarez, MD, 
MPH; and elected to the Executive Board were Diana M. Conti; Susan West Marmagas, MPH; and Joseph 
Telfair, DrPH, MSW, MPH. Elected as Vice President–United States was Ken Olden; Vice President–Latin 
America/Caribbean was Mirta Roses Periago, MD; and Vice President–Canada was Cory Neudorf. 

 

President Linda C. Degutis, DrPH, MSN, passed the gavel to incoming President, Cheryl Easley, 
PhD, RN, who presided over the Closing General Session. That session consisted of a Dialogue on Becoming 
the Healthiest Nation, featuring former Surgeons General of the United States, M. Joycelyn Elders, MD, 
David Satcher, MD, PhD, and Richard H. Carmona, MD, MPH, FACS. The next Annual Meeting will fea-
ture the theme: Water and Public Health and will be held November 7-11, 2009 in Philadelphia, PA.  
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SCDHEC Among Winners of EPA’s First Annual Environ-
mental Justice Achievement Awards  

 

  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control (DHEC) is among 12 winners of its first annual Environmental Justice Achievement Awards 
during an award ceremony held October 21, 2008 in Atlanta. The awards recognize organizations for their distin-
guished accomplishments in addressing environmental justice issues, ranging from reducing children’s pesticide ex-
posure in childcare facilities to helping hurricane-displaced communities address environmental contamination so 
they could return home. 

"We all have a stake in ensuring that our air is cleaner, our water is purer, and our land is better protected," 
said Granta Nakayama, assistant administrator for EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance. "These 
organizations are making a positive impact in their communities by promoting a clean and healthy environment for 
all people." 

 DHEC’s Office of the Community Liaison within the Environmental Quality Control (EQC) Office was rec-
ognized for its work over the past five years to improve public participation to achieve environmental protection. 
Among its most notable accomplishments, DHEC convened a Public Participation Task Force and working groups 
that developed public participation training materials and subsequently offered training to all EQC staff. To further 
enhance public participation, DHEC added public participation goals to employees’ performance plans and hired two 
regional community liaisons. State legislation passed in 2007 mandated the creation of a South Carolina Environ-
mental Justice Advisory Committee. Its first meeting was held in October, 2007, and in December, 2007, the Com-
mittee convened its first regional public listening session. 

Other award recipients include representatives from community-based organizations; academic institutions; 
state and local governments; tribal governments and indigenous organizations; and non-governmental organizations 
and environmental groups. 
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Immunizations: 

Arkansas Department of Health will begin their mass flu immunization efforts soon.  Free flu shots were offered in Local 
Health Units statewide during the mass flu clinics November 6th, 7th & 8th. 

Arkansas Department of Health Prison Pan Flu Program received a $220,000 pandemic influenza grant from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention to address vulnerabilities in special populations. ADH will work with the Arkansas Department 
of Correction (ADC) and the Arkansas Department of Community Corrections (ADCC) to improve planning, prevention and pre-
paredness for public health emergencies that could impact at-risk individuals in the prison system.  The program will include an 
electronic laboratory data exchange between ADC and ADH to support pandemic influenza surveillance and the possible funding 
of specialized equipment. 

 

Conferences: 

Women from across the state participated in the first Women’s Health Summit, themed “Does  Arkansas Make the Grade on 
Women’s Health?” at Little Rock in September.  A report was presented from Oregon Health and Science University ranking Ar-
kansas 49th when compared to other states on women’s health issues. The Summit highlighted four important issues: 

· Access to healthcare for all women 

· Economic security and education 

· Violence against women 

· Role of local media 

 

Governor Mike Beebe spoke at the School Health Conference offering his support to the work being done by school personnel, 
health professionals and others to ensure that our children are healthy and able to learn in school. He also offered his support to 
work being done by the Arkansas Department of Health, Department of Human Service and Department of Education. The confer-
ence included two days of workshops and training to improve and strengthen the capacity of schools and communities. 

Hurricane Relief:  

Over 50 shelters were set up to accept Hurricane Gustav evacuees.  Because of the fluctuating numbers and movement of 
the individuals, our best guess is that Arkansas had around 5000 people in the shelters at some point in time.  Ft. Chaffee received 
around 2300 individuals by bus and air from different parts of Louisiana.  Thanks to many local individuals as well as volunteer 
nurses, they had 24-hour medical coverage. 

Ambulances were lined up at the Little Rock airport over the Labor Day weekend as patients from Louisiana hospitals 
began arriving to be transferred to area hospitals.  Arkansas received 270 patients who were admitted to 21 hospitals around the 
state, stretching them to the maximum limit. Another 28 patients were admitted while residing in the state.    

Statewide Trauma System: 

Arkansas Governor Beebe released $200,000 from the Governor’s Emergency Fund to begin building a statewide trauma 
system.  Arkansas will begin to lay the groundwork for setting up a system for pre-hospital providers to transport patients to facili-
ties where necessary services are available and can be quickly accessed.  Funding will also be used to secure experts to aide in set-
ting up a quality system.  Many thanks go to Governor Beebe for understanding the urgent need for a trauma system in Arkansas 
and the dedication to start the course for making vision a reality. 




 � � � �< � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � �

Georgia Faces Severe Budget Problems 

There is a major budget shortfall in Georgia. Governor Perdue cancelled all non-essential travel, and directed all state 
programs to submit 3%, 5%, and 10% cuts in their programs. The Governor also is considering eliminating all public health pro-
grams not mandated by federal or state law. 

GPHA and an Independent Department of Public Health 

The Georgia Public Health Association believes the citizens of Georgia can be better served by an independent Depart-
ment of Public Health, and is urging elected officials to create a stand-alone public health agency. Governor Sonny Perdue formed 
a Health and Human Resources Task Force in February to explore options for reorganizing the Department of Human Resources. 
“Several options are being considered,” says GPHA President Dr. Doug Skelton, “and we believe an independent Department of 
Public Health would be in the best interest of the health of Georgians.” 

The Governor has proposed that Public Health be combined with Medicaid/SCHIP Programs to become a separate De-
partment of Health or Department of Public Health. The Governor has also proposed that all mental health activities be combined 
in a Department of Behavioral Health. The federal government is threatening to further investigate the problems with the Mental 
Health Programs, especially the Mental Health Hospitals in Georgia. The Governor is seriously considering privatizing the Mental 
Health Hospitals in Georgia. 

79th GPHA Annual Meeting & Conference 

Due to state budget shortfalls, the 79th Annual Meeting and Conference in Savannah was cancelled. There will be an in-
formational meeting of the Georgia Public Health Association held on Wednesday, December 17, 2008 on the Macon campus of 
Mercer University. The executive board will meet from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. The general session will be held in the President's 
Dining Room of the University Center and begin at 1:00 p.m.  Board elections will be held and GPHA president W. Douglas Skel-
ton, M.D., will address the membership. 
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The Florida Public Health Association (FPHA) has begun preparation for the joint conference with the Southern 
Health Association (SHA) August 4 – 7. The conference will be at the PGA National Resort & Spa, 400 Avenue of the 
Champions, Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. 

 

The theme this year is “ The Public Health Puzzle: Putting the Pieces Together.” This theme is designed to as-
sure that public health professionals understand their relationship with the other agencies that deal with public health 
issues and how important their piece is to completing the public health puzzle. Details of the meeting will be on the 
FPHA website www.fpha.org as they become available.I want to encourage you to go to the FPHA.org website periodi-
cally to see some of the latest information on FPHA, the current newsletter and section activities.  We have just launched 
a newly revised website.  While it is still a work in progress, we hope you will find some interesting information.  Ideas 
on how to make it more useful are always welcome.  

 

There are persons in our state who would like to expand the religious exemption for immunization to include personal 
preference as an exemption. FPHA has established a position opposing this action based on what we believe the public 
health significance of this type of legislation would be on child and adult health in Florida. We also established a posi-
tion calling for support and funding for research leading to the cause and cure of Autism.  We believe both issues are 
important and must be fully understood.  
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Governor’s Office News: 

CoverTN is one of four programs in Cover Tennessee, Governor Bredesen’s multi-pronged effort to extend 
health insurance to Tennessee’s uninsured.  CoverTN provides health insurance for persons who are employed by 
small businesses.  Premiums are paid one third each by the employee, the employer and the state.  Currently, 15,767 
members are enrolled in CoverTN statewide, with 3,595 participating small businesses.  The program is adminis-
tered by BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee.  A significant expansion will go into effect on January 1, 2009 which 
includes doubling the preventive doctor visits allowed to 12 per year and adding more visits for primary care and 
specialty care.  Also, in keeping with the Governor’s emphasis on decreasing the state’s health burden related to dia-
betes, co-pays for diabetes related treatments and equipment will be decreased.  A new category of eligibility has 
also recently been added.  The new category known as Tennesseans Between Jobs, allows unemployed Tennesseans 
who have worked at least one 20-hour week in the previous six months, or who have had their work hours reduced to 
less than 20 hours per week to qualify for health insurance through CoverTN. 

Volkswagen Group of America recently announced that it chose Chattanooga, TN as the site of the com-
pany’s manufacturing operations for the US Market.  Volkswagen will invest more than $1 billion to build a state of 
the art assembly facility, creating more than 2000 jobs.  Production is scheduled to begin in early 2011. 

On a more somber note, due to the flagging economy, Governor Bredesen submitted a revised budget to 
Tennessee Legislators that included $500 million in spending cuts.  Part of that plan was to offer buyout packages to 
1500 state employees to reduce the state’s payroll. Of these 1500, 265 were offered to Department of Health employ-
ees, but only 132 Department of Health employees accepted the buyout.   A hiring freeze was also instituted along 
with travel restrictions.  In part due to poor buyout response statewide, the Governor has now asked for an additional 
$106 million in spending cuts.  The Department of Health has been cut almost $10 million with an additional $4+ 
million as a proposed target cut for FY 09-10.  

Association News: 

TPHA held its 2008 Annual Conference, August 27 – 29 at the Cool Springs Marriott in Franklin, Tennessee 
with over 740 in attendance. The theme this year was Preparing the Best Game Plan; Tackling Behaviors for 
Health Improvement.  Highlights of the conference were opening plenary speakers, Dr. Stephanie B. Coursey Bai-
ley, MD, MS, Chief of the Office of Public Health Practice at CDC presenting the topic, “The Tipping Point to a 
New Brand of Leadership” and Russell Rothman, MD, MPP, Director of the Program on Effective Health Commu-
nication, and Deputy Director, Diabetes Research and Training, Vanderbilt University Medical Center who spoke on 
Addressing Health Literacy and Numeracy to Improve Patient Care. 

New this year, TPHA will offer continuing education credits at all three of the Grand Division mid-year 
meetings. 

TPHA will host its 2009 Annual Conference, September 2 – 4 at the Cool Springs Marriott in Franklin, Ten-
nessee. The theme of that conference will be Achieving True Improvements in People’s Lives.  The Association 
currently has 1,432 active members, 133 agency members and 6 sponsoring agency members. 



The North Carolina Public Health Association had a successful annual meeting on September 24 – 26 at the 
Convention Center and Sheraton Hotel in New Bern NC with over 400 participating.  This year’s theme was 

“Showcasing North Carolina’s Public Health: People, Pride and Professionalism”.   Highlights of the event included: 

· A Health Director Track of breakout sessions for new and aspiring local public health directors to orient them in 
matters pertaining to legal, financial, personnel and Board of Health relations in a local health department; 

· Introduction to the new NC Comprehensive Assessment for Tracking Community health System (NC-CATCH); 

· Glaxo Smith Kline Child Health Recognition Awards Ceremony and Luncheon; 

· Student Caucus Section and Business Meeting; 

A popular TV show, NC Spin, featuring an unrehearsed program dealing exclusively with public health issues that affect the 
people of North Carolina.  This program featured a professional Moderator for the program, a former NC Secretary of State, a 
former Mayor of Raleigh and political consultant, a columnist for the Raleigh News and Observer and the Director of NC Policy 
Watch, andAnnual Woods Lecture: “Improving the Quality of Your Life by Developing a Clear and Sharp Mind”, presented 
by Scott Hagwood, America’s first and only Grand Master of Memory”. 

Suzie Hamm, President of Southern Health Association, brought greetings during the NCPHA Awards Banquet, with Ted 
Hanekamp also attending the event.   During the conference, Suzie and Ted met Bob Parker, VP Baptist Hospitals, Winston-
Salem who shared his experience and tips to successful fund raising.  He had just exceeded a goal to assist NCPHA in 24 hours 
by raising in excess of $ 15,000 in pledges that will go to offset the cost of next year’s NCPHA Annual Educational Conference 
in Asheville NC.  That will be held at the Grove Park Inn celebrating NCPHA’s 100th anniversary as an organization. 

In order to engage, participate and build, NCPHA is using iMIS 15 software for modernizing its business applications.  
New web components and web site have been added with a new logo to improve the NCPHA brand.  This year, over 176 new 
members have joined, many who are students in public health from North Carolina colleges and universities.  
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  President Elect Sarah Wilding and the KPHA Program Committee are busy 
putting together the 2009 Conference Program scheduled for March 10-14 at the Crown Plaza Hotel (formerly the 
Executive West Hotel) Louisville, Kentucky. Theme for the 2009 meeting Public Health; Education, Leadership 
and Excellence. 

 KPHA is hosting four Regional Summits during November and December this year to educate policy 
makers on Smoke-Free Issues. Target audience is members of the Kentucky General Assembly; city and county 
elected officials; local health officials; medical community; Chamber of Commerce, League of Cities and city and 
county attorneys. Over 2000 invitations have been sent out. Meetings are scheduled for Louisville, Prestonsburg, 
Madisonville and Somerset. Three issues will be discussed 1) dangers of second hand smoke, 2) raising the ciga-
rette excise tax and 3) keeping control of tobacco issues at the local level. 

 Dudley J. Conner, Executive Director of KPHA, has been appointed to a four-year term to the Kentucky 
ASAP State Board (Agency for Substance Abuse Policy) by Governor Steve Beshear. Dudley was also presented 
an Award of Merit from the Kentucky Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. The 
award was presented at the annual conference of the Association in Louisville, Kentucky on October 17, 2008. 

 KPHA is preparing to be active in reviewing legislation for the 2009 Legislative Session in January and 
February. 
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Dr. David Brumley, Epidemiologist at the South Central Health 
Regional Office in Columbia, Tennessee, was the recipient of TPHA’s R. 
H. Hutcheson, Sr., MD Award, which is considered the highest award 
given by TPHA. 

 

Dr. Brumley began his public health career in 1982 as a clinical 
dentist at the Sevier County Health Department.  Since 1986, he has 
served as a regional dental director for three public health regions in Ten-
nessee and worked for several years in Nashville in the statewide dental program.  He has held his current position 
since 2003.  In his current position, he has developed a functioning communication network with all of the hospital 
infection control officers in the region.  This network has enabled him to make rapid assessments of unusual reports.  
In addition, he has developed a unique syndromic surveillance system for a rural multi-county region.  He has also 
provided much of the reporting needed to the central office for the FoodNet program. 

 

Dr. Brumley has a deep commitment to the role of public health and the strengthening of the public health 
infrastructure.  He has built relationships with colleges and universities across the State and continues to emphasize 
the need to embrace the various organizations involved in different aspects of a strong public health system. 

 

Dr. Brumley has been active in both the Tennessee Public Health Association and the Southern Health Asso-
ciation for a number of years.  He has served in numerous capacities with TPHA including President in 2007.  He 
has been a strong supporter of SHA for several years including serving as Treasurer in 2003-2004 and as Member-at-
Large on the Governing Council in 2005 and 2006. 

 

Dr. Brumley has been honored several times for his work in public health.  In 2004, he was named Public 
Health Worker of the Year in Tennessee.  In 2003 he received the Above and Beyond Award from the Tennessee 
Department of Health and the Distinguished Service Award from TPHA.  He was presented the 2008 SHA Special 
Meritorious Award/
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Dr. Ira L. Myers, who served as President of Southern Branch, APHA in 1971 passed away on July 23, 
2008 in Montgomery Alabama.  Dr. Myers served in numerous capacities with Southern Branch and 
SHA, and was one of those primarily involved with the re-organization of Southern Branch/Southern 
Health Association in 1981. 

Dr. Myers served as Alabama’s state health officer from 1963 until his retirement in 1986. At the time 
of his retirement, he was the longest-serving health officer in the nation. Dr. Myers began his service 
with the Alabama Department of Public Health in 1955.  From 1950-1955 he was an epidemiologist 
with the Public Health Service; Senior Surgeon, Chief Epidemic Intelligence Officer, Communicable 
Disease Center, participated in field studies of polio epidemiology and in field trials of the Salk polio 

vaccine.  With other noted national public health physicians, Dr. Myers co-authored several scientific articles in national publi-
cations detailing the cause, effects and treatment for polio and other similar viral infections. 

Dr. Myers served in leadership positions with many professional organizations and received appointments to many na-
tional advisory committees.  During his long career of public service, Dr. Myers received many honors and awards.  In his 
honor, the Alabama Public Health Association established the Ira L. Myers Award of Excellence and the Ira L. Myers Scholar-
ship to the University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Public Health. 

Survivors include his wife, Woodie Myers; sons Grady Myers and Stephen Myers; daughter, Joanna Kingery; seven 
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.  His daughter, Dr. Martha Myers, who was a Baptist missionary, was martyred in 
late 2002 in Yemen. 

Sympathy is expressed to his family and his many friends in public health. 

���#����������2�3�����

Association News 

 

The 2009 Annual Meeting of the Alabama Public Health Association, (AlPHA) will be held at the Ashbury Ho-
tel and Suites in Mobile, Alabama from Thursday, March 26 through Friday, March 27. All SHA members are invited to 
attend this meeting.  The standard room rate for the conference is $70 and the registration fee is $150.  AlPHA has set a 
goal of having 600 people attend the meeting and having a membership of 1,000. 

The AlPHA distributed a press release to the news media discussing women’s health issues.  The Association 
plans to develop other news releases to increase AlPHA’s visibility. 

The Legislative Committee reported that the legislators are discussing a plan to have no smoking campuses at all 
Alabama Department of Public Health facilities.  Employees would be given an opportunity to attend smoking cessation 
classes. 

The membership brochure was revised to reflect changes in the vision and mission statements of the Association.  
Other changes included updating the website address and providing new members with information discussing activities 
the Association is involved with. 

The membership database was revised and currently the membership is 393. 

A student position on the board was proposed and approved with voting privileges.  This position will be filled 
by the Public Health Student Association of the UAB School of Public Health/




� � � � � 
 ! � . � � � 
 � � � �66 �

"�$��		���
�	��
��

Florida News  

In 2002, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) began the development of a national Environmental Public Health Tracking 

(EPHT) network.  The EPHT network is a collection of state and national web-based data query systems that facilitate the inte-

gration, analysis, interpretation, and dissemination of data on environmental hazards, exposures to those hazards, and health 

effects that may be related to the exposures.  CDC is leading the initiative to integrate these three types of data into a standard-

ized electronic network.  Florida is one of 17 states and one city to receive CDC funding to develop a state EPHT network.  The 

EPHT network is designed to examine health concerns at the state and local level.  There is a great need to use hazard and health 

outcome data to evaluate, prevent and control environmentally related disease.  The EPHT Network will assist researchers, pol-

icy makers, and the general public to better plan for appropriate public health actions at the national, state and community levels.  

The EPHT state networks will be available in phases, with the first phase operational in late 2008.  

EPHT Resources 

EPHT 101 (View the free learning modules and earn up to 4 CEU’s):  

http://www.nehacert.org/catalog/index.php?cPath=28&main_page=index 

Florida EPHT web page: 

http://www.myfloridaeh.com/programs/environmental_Public_Health_tracking 

Florida EPHT Network Portal: 

http://www.floridacharts.com/charts/epht.aspx?Domain='05' 

National EPHT: 

http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/tracking/ 
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